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varieties of experience? Can science shed light on aesthetic creation or appreciation? How, if at all, does art 
or aesthetic experience teach us about reality?  

PHIL 279: Judgment and Decision-Making (Online) | Marcella Linn 
(Mind and Science) 

Our everyday conceptions of the way we think, make choices, and act often assume we exercise significant 
control and awareness. Many philosophical accounts of action and character make similar assumptions. But, 
current work in social psychology suggests we are prone to many cognitive biases and that our behavior is 
often influenced by minor situational factors rather than our conscious choices or character. These findings 
raise important questions pertaining to human agency as well as moral responsibility for action and 
character. 

PHIL 284: Health Care Ethics | Jennifer Parks 
(Ethics and Values) 

Philosophy 284 is designed to provide you with an introduction to the philosophical approach to problems 
in health care ethics. You will be taught to recognize and critically apply various ethical theories and 
principles with a view to solving moral problems in a rationally defensible manner. We will consider 
different ethical theories such as utilitarianism, Kantian ethics, care ethics, and the four principles of health 
care ethics (justice, autonomy, beneficence, and non-maleficence). We will then address more recent 
criticisms of “principlism” by feminist, disability, queer, and Black bioethicists. A number of problematic 
issues in health care will be covered, including abortion, reproductive and genetic technologies, end of life 
care, and the right to health care. We will consider how social institutions, cultural differences, and 
structures affect both individual and population health as well as their impact on the practice of health care. 

PHIL 284: Health Care Ethics | TBA 
(Ethics and Values) 

This course provides an introductory exploration of the ethical questions surrounding health, medicine, and 
the pursuit and provision of health care. In other words, this course explores questions about what health is 
and what is permissible and impermissible in its pursuit. Our survey will focus on issues in reproduction, 
health, disease, death, personhood, autonomy, consent, and biomedical research. 

PHIL 286W: Ethics and Education (WI) | Amy Shuffelton 
(Ethics and Values; Writing Intensive) 

This course explores ethical questions raised by education, inside and outside of schools.  The course takes a 
case-based approach, beginning with actual controversies in school policies and practices and exploring 
ethical questions at the core of those controversies.  It begins with recent controversies about speech and 
identity, including policies regarding students' speech rights, invited speakers on university campuses, new 
restrictions on how social studies classes teach about race, and "don't say gay" laws.  In exploring these and 
other issues in education, we will read a variety of philosophical texts that illuminate the ethical dimensions 
of speech, identity, and democratic community.  In the later part of the course, we address the ethics of 
educational controversies that students select for our attention. 
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PHIL 287: Environmental Ethics | TBA 
(Ethics and Values; Law, Society, and Social Justice) 

This course introduces students to ethical reasoning and to various topics in environmental ethics. Topics 
may include: pollution, animal rights, and natural resources. 

PHIL 287W: Environmental Ethics (WI) | Paul Ott 
(Ethics and Values; Writing Intensive) 

Environmental ethics is the study of questions surrounding the moral value of non-human nature. Its 
central question is whether nonhuman nature has moral significance and if so, what aspects of it 
(ecosystems, animals, plants) have value and for what reason. The major conceptual distinctions that address 
these questions are between anthropocentrism and non-anthropocentrism and instrumental and intrinsic 
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(a decision, a desire, a whole personality)? And what are the conditions, if any, under which responsibility is 
realized? Finally, we shift our attention to the question of collective responsibility. How does responsibility 
work at the group level? To explore this question, we look at three applied cases in which the responsibility 
of individuals and the responsibility of groups interact in complex and surprising ways. 

PHIL 288E*: Culture and Civilization: Philosophy and Biology for the Future| Joseph Vukov  
(Ethics and Values; Law, Society, and Social Justice; Engaged Learning)  

The future is a minefield of technological challenges and the moral quagmires that accompany them. The 
looming specters include: the rise of artificial intelligence, antimicrobial-resistant pathogens, human-driven 
climate change, genetic engineering, artificial cognitive and moral enhancement, and new methods and 
technologies in health care. We have major hurdles to overcome in the near future. We can’t address these 
challenges piecemeal. The solutions to these future challenges are interwoven. Simple science education 
alone is insufficient to correct this. And ethical reflection on them devoid of a scientific basis falls flat. 
Rather, the students best prepared to deal with and lead in the face of future challenges are those who have 
acquired two sets of knowledge: (a) detailed scientific understanding of the problems and (b) the creative, 
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PHIL 309W: Classical Modern Philosophy (WI) | Kristen Irwin 
(Existence, Meaning, and Culture; Writing Intensive) 

Studying the classical modern philosophers doesn't tell the entire story of Western philosophical thought in 
the 17th & 18th centuries. While we will cover the canonical thinkers in this course primarily via secondary 
sources, we will spend time in primary texts by noncanonical philosophers, which may include figures such 
as Elisabeth of Bohemia, Damaris Masham, Mary Astell, Anne Conway, Nicolas Malebranche, Pierre Bayle, 
Margaret Cavendish, Catherine Trotter Cockburn, and Mary Shepherd. 

PHIL 328/483*: Human Rights: Equality, Poverty, Freedom | Joy Gordon  
(Ethics and Values; Law, Society, and Social Justice)  

This course addresses a variety of philosophical issues within human rights. We’ll start with some texts that 
point to different approaches in conceptualizing human rights, as well as an overview of the major human 
rights instruments in international law and global governance. We’ll look at such questions as the concept of 
rights, and its empirical and Marxist critics; the shift over the last decade in the ethical framework for 
understanding torture; hermeneutical issues that emerge in human rights treaties; the different ways that 
gender comes into play within human rights; the thorny problem of how to determine intent in cases of 
genocide; and issues of sovereignty when countries seek to assert extraterritorial jurisdiction over human 
rights violations that take place in other parts of the world.*This course is a split 300/400-level course. Please 
contact the instructor for more information. 

PHIL 355: Neuroethics | Joseph Vukov 
(Ethics and Values; Mind and Science)  

Neuroethics encompasses two fields of study: the ethics of neuroscience and the neuroscience of ethics. In 
this course, we will consider both fields, but will focus on the former. More specifically, we will consider 
ethical questions that are emerging from new neuroscientific discoveries and technologies. Throughout the 
semester, we will be considering several issues in the ethics of neuroscience, including the following:  

• To what extent is it morally permissible to engage in neurocognitive enhancement?  
• What is the relationship between death and brain death?  
• What are our obligations to patients with disorders of consciousness, and has our progress in 
neuroscience affected the way we should understand these obligations? 
 • How does the picture of human nature painted by neuroscience affect the way we should 
understand ourselves as persons?  
• What (if anything) can neuroscience teach us about ourselves as moral beings?  
 

Students who complete the course will be expected to familiarize themselves with the conversations that 
have arisen in response to these and similar questions. 

PHIL 360: Contemporary European Philosophy: Hermeneutics | Dimitris Apostolopoulos 
(Existence, Meaning, and Culture) 

Hermeneutics is the study and theory of interpretation. With an emphasis on close readings of primary texts, 
this class explores the tradition of modern philosophical hermeneutics that emerges in the 19th century and 
continues until today. The following questions, among others, will be of particular interest: What is 
interpretation? What is the proper object of interpretation? What methodology, if any, should guide 
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PHIL 399: Capstone Seminar on a Topic in Philosophy: Existentialism | Michael F. Andrews 
(Ethics and Values; Existence, Meaning, and Culture)  

This Capstone Seminar Special Topics course explores the crisis of the “meaning of being” set in context of 
the eclipse of Western rationalism. Existentialism does not propose a philosophical system in a traditional 
sense. Although it began as a nineteenth century European reaction against various forms of religious and 
philosophical Idealism, existentialism erupted in the early and mid-twentieth century as a potent political and 


